





























Postcolonial Conditions and the Future of Japanese Studies:  
Lost Two Decades and the Loss of Empire
SAKAI Naoki
Japan has been called the only modernized society in Asia, even after the demise of the pre-war 
empire in the Asia Pacific War. During the Cold War period under Pax Americana, Japan served as 
the central player for the US anti-communist confinement policy in East Asia; it received 
exceptional political, economic and military support from the United States of America, and 
enjoyed the status of an “empire under subcontract,” even though it had lost its colonies and the 
position of colonial master in 1945.
 Japanese Studies, a set of academic disciplines formed on both shores of the Pacific after the 
war, consisted of a peculiar complicity of the two separate formations: area studies on Japan which 
was created during the war and became one of the largest area studies programs in higher 
education in the United States on the one hand, and the humanistic national disciplines — 
Japanese literature, history, ethnography, and so on — which inherited the pre-war academic 
programs on the other. A tendency that became dominant in the Humanities programs in Japanese 




Uniqueness (nihonjin-ron). Japanese culturalism was a sort of reaction to the images of Japanese 
culture imposed by American scholars of National Character Studies, an early phase of US area 
studies on Japan. Resentful though they were toward the discourse of the US area studies on Japan, 
many Japanese scholars responded to National Character Studies by not rejecting but 
appropriating the basic structure of the American discourse, and they attempted to offer modified 
images of Japanese culture within the same epistemic framework. Thus, Japanese Studies in Japan 
as well as North America is characterized by the structure of civilizational transference in which 
Japanese scholars tirelessly tried to ascertain the uniqueness of Japanese culture within what Stuart 
Hall called “the discourse of the West and the Rest,” as if responding to  Westerners’ demands.
 What has been deliberately excluded in Japanese culturalism is the perspective of other Asian 
intellectuals, a perspective from which the modern histories of both the US and Japan should be 
viewed as responsible for atrocities and colonial oppression. With the increase in the number of 
young scholars from China, Korea and other countries in East Asia, the prospect that Japanese 
Studies in Japan may embrace the genuine possibility of the decolonization of the mind is real.
Keywords : Modernization theory, Empire under subcontract, Pax Americana, postcolonial conditions, the 
loss of empire, modern international world, civilizational transference, double-decker bus 


























Ideologies of State, Market, and Gender from High Growth to 
 “Lost Decades”
Andrew GORDON
An extraordinary change in the substance and tone of discourse on Japan took place both inside 
and outside the country in the 1990s. Its emblem was the take-off of the term “lost decades.” The 
first published use in English and in Japanese appears to have been during the same week in the 
summer of 1998, and the idea that Japan was declining or lost was a co-production of global and 
local voices. This paper seeks to understand the emergence of a discourse of “loss” by examining 
conservative ideology from the 1970s through the 2010s. It focuses on two aspects of the shifting 
ideological landscape that are most relevant to the erosion of confidence in Japan’s future as a 
middle-class society. First, ideas about markets and competition as the means to sustain a good 
society. Second, attitudes toward change in gender roles. The paper argues that one thing “lost” 
over the past two-plus decades has been a conservative consensus as to what constitutes a good 
society and how that is to be sustained. In the 1970s and 1980s that consensus centered on 
confidence in a Japanese mode of managed competition and a gender-divided structure of society 
where women ran families while men ran companies. Across the 1990s and 2000s, as elsewhere in 
the world one finds in Japan both a strong neo-liberal challenge to the idea of a managed economy, 
and a more modest challenge to the deeply entrenched gender division of labor in Japanese society. 
But in Japan neither challenge has unambiguously won the day.
Keywords : lost decades, managed competition, gender, neo-liberalism, Ohira research group report, 













































Japanese Studies as a Global Knowledge-generating Mechanism
ZHONG Yijiang
This essay explores how the world-historical trend of globalization, which has brought about 
profound changes to Japan and the entire world in the past two decades, might enable a new 
imagining of Japanese Studies as a global knowledge-generating mechanism that supersedes the 
entrenched conception of a discipline dominated by political and national interests. Understanding 
the study of Japan both in and outside Japan as part of modern knowledge production which is 
based on the humanist tradition originating in eighteenth-century Europe, this essay conducts a 
critical examination of two tensions inherent in this humanist tradition: first, what can be called 
the humanitas-nation conceptual nexus, and second, the humanitas-anthropos figuration. These 
tensions have from the very beginning accompanied the humanist mode of knowledge production 
while historically enabling its global dissemination. The first tension is between humanistic studies 
as a universalistic category and the humanities as disciplinary knowledge more about the nation 
than humans in general. This is an interdependent pair in the sense that the ideal of universal 
humanity enabled the implementation of modern knowledge production all over the world, but 
the carrier of that ideal was the exclusive and particularistic national framework. The second 
tension between modern humanistic studies and anthropos is similarly interdependent in that 
anthropos served as the to-be-known Other of European self-perception as the knowledge-
producing subject. The humanitas - vs. - anthropos figuration constituted one key epistemological 
principle underlying modern knowledge production as it attended European colonial expansion in 
the world. The multifaceted process of globalization, however, is changing the historical conditions 
that have sustained the paired tensions in humanist production of modern knowledge. 
Globalization results partly from the rise of the non-Western world and increasingly disrupts the 
epistemological and cultural boundaries that separated the West and the non-West. It dissolves 
rooted forms of separation and discrimination while generating new forms of inequality and 
distinction. Harnessing some of the multivalent forces of globalization helps us problematize the 
humanitas-vs.-anthropos figuration as well as the nation that framed humanist studies around the 
world. The dissipation if not complete dissolution of these two humanist tensions may lead to the 
imagining of a new type of humanities studies that relativizes the nation that limited our imagining 
as well as thinking. As higher education and academia are becoming more interconnected, Japanese 
Studies is likewise being transformed into a transnational academic discipline from which a new 
consciousness may arise. This is a consciousness that self-situates in the world-historical process of 
globalization while trying to determine how to exercise its limited agency to shape this process. 
More specifically, we can start to imagine the possibility of certain global humanities studies with 
“Japan” as its subject, object, or just background, and furthermore, we can start to make it happen.
Keywords : Japanese Studies, nation-state, humanitas, anthropos, area studies, modernization theory, Cold 



















Bunlyegi and the Future of Populism:  
Democracy and the Outcasts of Society
SHIM Hee-Chan
Japan’s “lost two decades” represent the troubles of the Japanese economy—a time of economic 
slump and collapse. In its background, meanwhile, was the collapse of several ideas that supported 
post-Cold War Japan, and important among these was the problem of democracy. This paper 
connects Japan’s “lost two decades” with the 1967 Korean novel, Bunlyegi by Bang Young-wung to 
consider the emergence of democracy.
 While introducing the most recent discourse on populism, this study seeks to move beyond it 
by returning to Korea in the period when the Cold War system was being established in order to 
consider the possibility of a type of democracy that germinated at the time of the April Revolution 
in 1960 that might have been quite different from Korea’s current democracy. I discuss the insights 
offered on that era by Bunlyegi, with its focus on the revolutionary character of the people 
involved—outcasts, the lumpenproletariat—those who were cast out and ignored because of the 
exclusivist nature of democracy. I examine how such people were rehabilitated on the political 
stage.




























Moving Beyond the “Mystical Excursion” Poems in the Wenxuan: 
Focusing on Kūkai’s Poem “Yūsanbosen shi”
TIAN Yunming
Shōryōshū, a collection of poetry and prose by Priest Kūkai (774–835), begins with “Yūsanbosen shi” 
(Mystical Excursion Poem). Although the title suggests a hermit-like mountain excursion, the 
work contains many elements of Buddhism. Hatooka Akira sees similarities in this poem to the 
“mystical excursion (youxian)” verse in the sixth-century Chinese literary anthology Wenxuan (Jp. 
Monzen), considering the Kūkai poem’s structure, sources, the motive for its creation, and its 
theme, and argues that Kūkai, while teaching Buddhist thought, had written a full-fledged youxian 
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piece. Ijitsu Michifumi objects to that view, arguing that “[the Kūkai poem] shows no trace of 
following the example of youxian poetry. Kūkai referred to ancient Chinese youxian works but did 
not follow them indicates that he either intentionally ignored them or put them aside.” Ijitsu 
emphasizes Kūkai’s aspiration, which was to try “to create in form and content a totally new kind 
of ‘mystical excursion’ poem.” Both Hatooka and Ijitsu referred to the relationship between the 
poem by Kūkai and conventional youxian poems in the Wenxuan and other ancient Chinese 
anthologies, but not enough study has been done concerning the influence on Kūkai of the literary 
works and philosophical/intellectual trends he was actually exposed to while in China.
 How did Kūkai in his “Yūsanbosen shi” poem reconstruct the youxian poetry of the Wenxuan 
while incorporating Buddhist elements? Was the poem completely original? This paper looks at 
Kūkai’s view of literature as expressed in his writings after returning from China as the main source 
of clues for understanding his ideas about literary creation. And, taking into consideration the 
possible relationship of the Kūkai poem to the previous works of prose and poetry and teachings of 
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism that Kūkai noted in China, I examine how his 
“Yūsanbosen shi” poem accepts and goes beyond the youxian poetry of the Wenxuan. The analysis 
first looks at his view of literature as observed in his Rōko shiiki (Teachings for the Deaf and Blind), 
Sangō shiiki (Indications of the Three Teachings), and Bunkyō hifuron (The Secret Treasury of 
Poetic Mirrors). It then introduces the content and structure of the youxian poetry in the Wenxuan, 
and then scrutinizes the content and structure of the Kūkai work. Finally, the study looks at the 
relation of the Kūkai poem to the short poem “Duange xiang” by mid-Tang priest and poet Jiaoran 
(730–799). These observations help to demonstrate the significant effect of Kūkai’s view of 
literature, of the three teachings, and of prose and poetry formed during his experiences in China 
on the creation of the “Yūsanbosen shi.” 
Keywords : Kūkai, “Yūsanbosen shi,” “mystical excursion” (youxian) poetry, the Wenxuan (Jp. Monzen), the 
Sangō shiiki, Buddhism, hermit-like mountain excursion, visit to Tang China, “Duange xiang,” 







その体験を基に『伊達政宗遣欧使節記』（1615 年）Historia del Regno di Voxu del Giappone を著し
たイタリア人シピオーネ・アマーティ（Scipione Amati 1583 ～ 1653）の手稿「日本略記」
Breve Ristretto delli trè Stati Naturale, Religioso, e Politico del Giapone を取り上げ、多くの引用が認め
られるルイス・デ・グスマン（Luis de Guzmán1543 ～ 1605）著『東方伝道史』（1601 年）






















Scipione Amati’s Unpublished 1615 Italian Manuscript Breve Ristretto 
delli trè Stati Naturale, Religioso, e Politico del Giapone: 
A Study of Quoted Passages from Luis de Guzmán’s 1601 Spanish 
work, Historia de las Misiones
OGAWA Hitoshi
At the mention of Scipione Amati (1583–1653), the negotiator and interpreter serving the last 
part of the Keichō embassy (1613–1616), researchers of the Italian Baroque period and Tokugawa 
Japan recall the Historia del regno di Voxu del Giappone (1615). It is no secret that Amati’s 
published report was a direct result of his having accompanied the Japanese delegation from 
Madrid to Rome from August 1615 to January 1616. However, it is also known that Amati left 
behind a manuscript giving an account of Japan, dedicated to the Borghese family. This 80-page 
manuscript, titled Breve Ristretto delli trè Stati Naturale, Religioso, e Politico del Giapone (1615) also 
reports on the Japanese political situation in the seventeenth century, and paints a differing picture 
from Amati’s published work. Amati’s references and quoted passages from Luis de Guzmán’s 
Spanish study Historia de las Misiones in this account are especially worthy of careful research. 
While aiming to highlight the discrepancies appearing in Amati’s study through scrutiny and 
comparison of the texts penned by Amati and Guzmán, this paper will illuminate the main 
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purpose behind Amati’s writing of the unpublished manuscript. This paper aims to add valuable 
insight into the little-known character of the Italian historian.
Keywords : Scipione Amati, Italian manuscript Breve Ristretto delli trè Stati Naturale, Religioso, e Politico del 
Giapone, Keichō embassy, Luis de Guzmán, Historia de las Misiones, Historia del regno di Voxu 
































Social Stratification of the Hikone Domain during the First Half of the 
19th Century
LIANG Yuan-lin
The Ii family of the Hikone domain offers an example of a fudai daimyo through which to 
examine the social stratification of retainers. This paper draws mainly on a bugenchō (register of 
retainers) compiled around 1830, and seeks to elucidate the inner structure of daimyo families. 
This is important for understanding the political system of early modern Japan as well as for 
considering the Meiji Restoration and the ensuing dissolution of the bushi stratum of society. The 
main findings of this study are as follows.
 Firstly, although the retainers of the Ii family were roughly divided into “samurai” and “san-
okachi,” their organization was not modeled on that of the Tokugawa shogunal family; it was 
specific to the Hikone domain. Secondly, as revealed by a quantitative analysis of the distribution 
of stipends of the retainers, those with a stipend of 1,000-koku or more were very few in number 
while those with less than 200-koku made up about 70 percent. In this regard, the Ii family was 
similar to the Mōri family of Hagi domain and the Tokugawa family of Owari domain. However, 
an examination of the distribution of bushi stipends in Hikone obtained by separately examining 
the chigyōtori (recipients of land revenue) and kuramaitori (recipients of rice), produced somewhat 
different results.
 The status of early modern bushi warriors can be understood not only by their class and 
stipend but also by such criteria as inheritance, entitlement to privileges of omemie (audiences with 
the lord), assignment of duties, and entitlement to ride a horse. But these criteria were not always 
consistent with social stratification. The status of retainers of the lower classes varied according to 
each of these criteria—this status inconsistency is found among other daimyo families as well.
 Unlike other daimyo families and the Tokugawa shogunal family, the Ii family frequently 
assigned duties to heyazumi dependents. One reason was presumably that, while the domain 
government organization was constructed, the number of retainers did not increase significantly. 
Another reason may have been that, at the time of the transfer of the headship of a retainer family 
due to the young death of its head or transfer of headship to a very young son, it was customary 
that that family’s stipend be reduced and the amount resulting from that reduction appropriated 
for the stipends of heyazumi who had been assigned to perform certain duties.
 This study finds that the status of the early modern bushi varies according to which criteria 
are used, making it very difficult to determine bushi social stratification. Status inconsistency is 
observed among lower-strata retainers, a phenomenon shared by all the large daimyo families 
regardless of whether or not they were among the forces that overthrew the Tokugawa shogunate. 
In the large daimyo families, moreover, retainers could be assigned to duties not as a family unit 
but as individuals. These phenomena provide important background for understanding why 
daimyo retainers threw in their lot with the movement to overthrow the shogunate and why the 
status of bushi collapsed in the late Tokugawa period.
XVII
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Keywords : Hikone domain, fudai daimyo, social stratification, samurai, san-okachi, distribution of 
























The Origin and the Beginnings of Sex Education in Japan
KOIZUMI Tomonori
The discourse on “sex education” (sei kyōiku) that is familiar today in Japan holds that, in order to 
guide children’s attitudes regarding sex, it is necessary to equip them with “correct” knowledge 
about sex or to provide them with other educational guidance. Many researchers have already 
attempted to explore the roots of the discourse on sex education in Japan. Few previous studies, 
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however, have delved very deeply into the history of the discourse, and the nature of the cultural 
phenomena that led to the emergence of sex education is still for the most part unclear. This paper 
attempts to reconstruct the history of the discourse, picking up where the perspectives of previous 
studies left off.
 This study examines the history specifically through a critical examination of the work of 
Motegi Terunori, whose work stands out among previous studies on the subject. Focusing on the 
period that extends from the late early modern period to late Meiji era, the paper explores the 
origin and beginnings of sex education in Japan.
 Already in the late early modern period there was a discourse that can be seen as the origins 
of sex education, but it was little developed compared with that of later times. In Meiji, various 
new elements of modern Western knowledge were introduced, and in that process a more 
articulate discourse emerged. In the process, however, frictions inevitably occurred between 
traditional culture and the imported knowledge; the frictions were eventually overcome by treating 
sex education as a science.
 By the end of the Meiji era, then, the discourse on sex education was established. The term 
“sei kyōiku” had been coined and the main educational theories advanced that constituted the 
discourse, and they had become socially recognized and accepted. 
Keywords : sex education, sex, children, education, sexology, medical science, zōkaki ron (study of (re)















































Japanese and Dharmapala’s Buddhist Revival Movement:  
Hindu Abbot Mahant and the Religion Policy of the British Indian 
Government
TOGAWA Masahiko
This study takes up the involvement of Okakura Tenshin (1863–1913) in the worldwide 
movement to restore a Buddhist temple at Bodh Gaya in India organized by Anagarika 
Dharmapala (1864–1933), the Sri Lankan Buddhist revivalist who founded the Maha Bodhi 
Society. In particular it focuses on the background against which Okakura became involved in the 
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Bodh Gaya issue during his nine-month stay in India in 1902.
 The paper sheds light on the Hindu Saivite abbot Mahant, who was strongly opposed to 
Dharmapala’s Buddhist revival movement, and the response of the British colonial government in 
India, which sought to maintain its policy of neutrality and noninterference in religious matters, 
vis-à-vis the Bodh Gaya issue. It looks at the activities of the Maha Bodhi Society during a twelve-
year period from 1891, when Dharmapala launched a movement to restore to Buddhist control 
the Mahabodhi temple at Bodh Gaya through 1902, when Okakura Tenshin visited Bodh Gaya, 
Gautama Buddha’s place of enlightenment.
 Heretofore, Okakura’s visit to Bodh Gaya has been understood mainly from the viewpoint of 
art history as an extension of his tour of old Buddhist sites in India such as the Ajanta and Ellora 
caves, so study of his activities at Bodh Gaya has till now been of limited scope. Research on 
Dharmapala’s association with the Japanese, meanwhile, has focused on such figures as the priest 
Shaku Kōnen and scholar of Buddhism Tanaka Chigaku, and little attention has been focused on 
Okakura in the context of the Dharmapala-led Buddhist revival movement.
 Okakura, however, visited Bodh Gaya three times during his nine-month stay in India, and 
on those visits he planned the construction of a rest house for Japanese pilgrims and negotiated 
with Mahant as chief Hindu abbot of the temple, for acquisition of land for the rest house. This 
was the only place he visited three times during his stay, indicating an out-of-the-ordinary interest 
in Bodh Gaya.
 This paper attempts to demonstrate what Okakura was trying to accomplish through 
involvement in the revival movement by examining, on the vertical axis, the activities of 
Dharmapala, who led the revival of Buddhist pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya through his Maha Bodhi 
Society, and, on the horizontal axis, Dharmapala’s relationship with Mahant, the British Indian 
government, and the Japanese. 
 The discussion divides the 1891–1902 Buddhist revival movement at Bodh Gaya into three 
phases. The first phase discusses the movement, starting in 1891, by Dharmapala’s Maha Bodhi 
Society to purchase the Bodh Gaya temple and the British Indian government officials’ perceptions 
of Dharmapala. The second phase concerns a dispute that arose over a statue of Amitabha donated 
to the Bodh Gaya temple from Japan; it involved Dharmapala, who placed the image in the inner 
sanctum of the main temple in 1895, and Mahant, who had removed the image. This phase also 
includes the disagreement between the British Indian government and the Maha Bodhi Society 
over the placement of the Buddhist image in a rest house built by a Burmese king at the corner of 
the temple precincts. The third phase covers relations between Dharmapala, Mahant, and the 
British Indian government concerning the construction of a new rest house and the placement of a 
Buddhist image, as well as Okakura Tenshin’s visit to Bodh Gaya in 1902 with a plan to build a 
rest house for Japanese and his negotiations for acquisition of land from Mahant.
 Scholarly attention to the activity of the Maha Bodhi Society at Bodh Gaya has thus far been 
focused mainly on the issue of the 1895 placement of the Buddhist image from Japan inside the 
main temple. The present study, however, addresses the statue of Amitabha placement problem as 
part of the issue of the rest house built in the Bodh Gaya temple. In so doing, it shows that the 
significance of Okakura Tenshin’s plan to build a new rest house was a way of providing a 
breakthrough for Dharmapala’s movement. 
Keywords : Bodh Gaya, Dharmapala, Okakura Tenshin, British India, Maha Bodhi Society, Mahant, 






























A Study of the Changes in and Issues of Diagnosis of “Normal 
Tongue” in Chinese Medicine
LIANG Rong
Diagnosis of “a normal tongue” in Chinese medicine developed in two stages. In the first stage, 
typhoid patients were observed, as first discussed in Shang han ming li lun ( 傷寒明理論 ; A Study 
of Typhoid; 1156) by Cheng Wuji of the Jin dynasty. In the studies of that period, a “red” (that is, 
pink) tongue was considered “normal,” but there are some contradictory accounts that state that 
the red tongue was abnormal. In the second stage, healthy people were observed, as first recorded 
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in Yi xue zhen chuan ( 医学真伝 ; A True Account of Medicine; 1699) by Gao Shishi of the Qing 
dynasty. By the late Qing dynasty (nineteenth century), knowledge of a normal tongue had 
become complete. Throughout the history of diagnosis of the normal tongue, doctors of ancient 
Chinese medicine always followed the basic theory that the state of the tongue manifested the state 
of the internal organs. This required a coherent theory that would connect the visually observed 
state of the tongue with the condition of the body. The diagnosis of a pink tongue was made not 
only in healthy people but also in patients suffering from illness. This indicates both the difficulty 
and the importance of achieving an understanding among people regarding visual diagnosis of the 
tongue state.
Keywords : Chinese medicine diagnostics, Kanpo medicine, tongue examination, abdominal examination, 























Kakei Katsuhiko’s Thought in the 1900s
NISHIDA Shōichi
Current research on the thought of Kakei Katsuhiko (1872–1961), who sought to spread his 
theories of Shinto from Japan to the world, is being conducted from both critical and positive 
perspectives. Whether critical or positive, studies on Kakei’s theories mostly focus only on his 
interpretation of the idea of “kannagara no michi” (the way of the kami). There is little research 
concerning why Kakei, originally a jurist, came to discuss religion or what issues he was aware of 
when he began studying Shinto. This paper attempts to elucidate his thought in the 1900s and 
thereby demonstrate the formative process of his scholarly work.
 As discussed in this paper, Kakei attached great importance to free, independent, and 
self-conscious activities—what he called “katsudō” ( 活働 ). The essential feature of his argument 
is that the freedom of individuals and of the state do not conflict with each other; on the contrary, 
the greater the freedom of individuals the more contributions they can make to the state. Those 
who study his thought ought to clarify that argument before they engage in either critical or 
positive evaluations of Kakei.
 Through an analysis mainly of Kakei’s early writings, this study examines his posture vis-à-vis 
the issues and the methodology of his early writing. It shows that the main points of Kakei’s 
argument in those days were: 1) a strong assertion of the desire for freedom of the self; 2) 
contributions to society and the state through expansion of the self; 3) realization of “freedom” 
under the emperor-system state; and 4) attention to religion as a means of achieving unity of 
national consciousness.
Keywords : Kakei Katsuhiko, activity “katsudō,” freedom, the self, Shinto, religion, Otto von Gierke, the 
state
